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‘ | nodded. Bomething within  me
! aeemed 1o rine in protest on behalt of
them. 1 saw the proud old srustocrai
In the abbey, | thought of hile four and
slghty years, destined to ond ro mie.
prachly ;. then | retsmbered my father’s
wranga and steeled my heart.

“Your rovenge shall not be long In
tarrying,” erisd the old man, bringing
down his Bet upon the wble. “Vor
gearn 1 have woven my net arcound

thowm. 1 was slow, mademwolusiie, but
vory sure. | have them now, In two
| wecks—aunlons they mec! tho nteres

on the mortgage—they lose Cllohy
| And they cannot meet i, the dogs’
' Twelve thousand franes of Iptoresy|—
and thelr castle atrippod e bare a8 o
| hound's teodh, They Live ke min in
tho riins of thelr magnificenca, And,
| BV If they meet his Interest it will |
lbo their last. No, madamolieelle, have |
| 40 Fear, Thelr day s dope.”

Ho started and looked keonly at me,

“Mademolsolle,” he said mpalsively,
“olther you are ndeed the owner or
you are the cleverest {mpostor
Paris.
ﬂduli o

“Assuredly,” 1 snwwored

“There will be much -what you call
rod tape’ It will b necssaary
wanufasture a oow Kkey. Then an uf
| ielnl of the government masl 6 pres

i

| onL when you recover your bonds from |

the Interior of the uwafe, Retury threo
| weaks from today, and the gafe shal)
| unlook for you.”

"Mademols-ile,” he conlinued, “do

ou koow why 1 am willing to gam-
bie upon your bonosty thus? I8 sl
pettimani—it In pure business. It s
,because, in the working out of my
plans, the possossion of those bonde s
evesential to me, And ec 1 will risk
the ‘oss of whet 1 offer you for them—
L0, francs.

“Ton thousand dollars!” | exclaimed,
(1 think 1 mestioned that | specialized
in arithmetlc.)

"Aud" bn resumod, “you will hero
and now execute an agrecment to sell
e the bonds for thal amount. Other-
wise —why, mademoiselle, | foar that
you will never be able to cstablish
your identity."

“Hat It = a prodigions sum!* !
eried, foollshly.

swered the old banker, guletly
you read; to sign, madomoiselle?™

e brouwght In & ecouplo of seors
taries and dicitmied the draft of the
ugrecinent In eonsideration of tho
tranefer of the bonds, | was to recalve
the suin of ABETA  frencs, payablo
three woeks from thnt day

“The
rettal of tho salsly depoalt
vipldained, suavely,

I appended my name w the doeu-

“"Aro

hvy

box,"™

| ment and walked out of the ofeo lky |

one o a dream, With coonomy, my
money would last enstly for
I whould never need o worry
BUY Dre,

My happy thoughts were spoedily to
be dispelled.

“"Thero Is a gentloman waiting 1o
see you, madamoisciieo,” sald the land-
| lady of my pension as [ entored,
Mademohwllo Canadinn—

| POMIL. i

| sho would doubtlces wish to moct him

| withouy & ehaporon,” she siopered.
Bomehow my beart falled me as |
turned the handie of the door. | was
conrvitioed that 1t was tho scoundrelly
who had followed me |

| home
But It wae not—It \\III Laeopold Mag-
niff, the bavkes's son!
| e bowed low and his countenance
\ pesumed & anecering defarence as | ig:
vored his ovutsretched hand wod stood
faciug Bl In sflehee, T did mot delgn
offor the least grecting
“Ming Ives, you've beon to soe
father,”
deny i, my agents have baen on your
trall since You posed as the wilfe of thy
Chovalier 4'Yves at the coronation.”
" “I have po intontlon of denying nny-
| thiug—10 vou,” | eald, contompluously
“Put If yeu dare lnsult me with your
fulsehoods agaly, you shall be thrown
from this hotel."

“At nast mademolesile will acknow)-
rdun that she woere & wodding ring dur
g the coremony.” he pleaded, suave
Iy

"It was lent o me,”
bit my lp sngrily at the sdmission

“"Madomotoelle. you are charming,”
mald the seoundrel, regarding me with
frank sdmirsllon, "Now dou't be
angry. 1 have come bhere as & friend,
And to prove (L, allow me to restore
you Wle”

Hoe reached into his coat pockat and

my

|

pulled out the pumms which | had ost |

in s0 bumiMating & masner inslde
Weslminster abbey. He banded It 1o
e, and. taking i gingerly, | opened It
There, within, lay my hand mireor, my
powdor puff. and my five hundred dol-
lar bille, But the key—the key was
sonae.
“I gather from your exprossion,
. mmdemaolsells, that you realle that
you are In my power,” ha sald.
“If pou mean that you have wiolem
my hoy—" | bogan,
"tuur key ™ he repeatod, in feigned
m “ llw nthl.u of anv

in g
You are ready to make ah wl- |

“They are worth that to me” an- |

defieit Is o cover the unpald |

threm |

“Mn
|
.+ | has walted two hours in Lhe reception

he volunteared, "1ty mo use o |

| eried, and then |

koy of vours, mademofsolle, except
that this purds wis dispoyored st the
entrunce to the abbey doom by a pery-
ant of mine"

Ty your spy, Beuxie” 1 Interruptod,
Bitderly. “1 thank you for your hon-
ety In rostoring m; money, at jeast.
Good aftermoon, monebear.”

"Mat, mademoleslle,” e oried, In
real alarm. "l thought, noew that 1 hava
eonvineed you of my powsr, that you
wonld be willing to jJoin foress with
mo. Otherwiae, you will be rulnnd
Asaradly you will be rained, My csup
he s sucooeded beyoand my vapectationn
—the anie | wold you that 1 had 1n pros-
poet.  Aud | will marry you tomormaw

Aopight, If you insist on . You wiil
be madd for life, And | sball worship
you. 1 am dure that we wers mady
for onch olber. Ah, mademolselic, do
youl suppoae that you will have such a
chanes again? Am yro (hinking of
that beggardly chavaller® Why he s

'n panpor, wiped out-—besides, Lo in a
Hi=rtlne, a rake. They say-—"

Bomething In my exprossion must

woave alarmped him, for he puddenly

ceaned speaking, took his hat, snd
sidled! toward tYa door.
“Remev bor, mademalselio,” he sald,

grinning woastily, “T sm ready at ans
Uraw 1o ranew wy poposition to you.
| it unloms you accopt you vill he
! rulned <pos ively ruined, bellove me."

The sight of his grinniog face horri-
fied me, thoe memory clung e me [ne
woeks afterward

Whon | gained ny sell possersion
| #out n basty telegiam 1o the hanker.
LI rsy an wollo ve

‘Your won ang confederste have koy
to my sate. Beal it and place & guard
ovar it instarly ™

This communioation elieited no re
sponse.  DBut 1 felt sure that it would
efect itn purposc—uniess the bonds
, bad been alrendy wiolen.

I awalted the termination of the
three woeks with (looncealed impe-
tlenow.

l

|

CHAPTER V,

New Friends and Otd Enemies,

(Tn which 1 lwstm that my relalives are
not s black ws 1 pedited hans )

Hero was I, alone In Parls, under
the survelllanes, as 1 wan posltive,
both of Loopold Magulff, Jr, asd his
rascaly sycopbant Zeggis, with three
woaok: to wait before the opening of
the safe in which my nreclovs bonds

|

“Mademoisctie, You Are Charming”
Bald the Se¢oundrel.

lay hidden. And !n threlh weeks my

etnmies could work Incredible harm.

Maguiff had threatoned me with rain
urless |1 secopied his advances, Bul
bow could he fulfl hig threat? Only
In one way, elearly; by utilizing the

key which he had stolen from oy
: purme to open mYy sefo and to abstract

The bonds,. Wounld he dareT Jlad the
vale already bheon rifed? Bul even mo
I should ot least be no worne off thun
whett T had arfived In Paris. As the
days wore away, and the memory ol
| the man grew faigler 1 cawe W0 de
spdse and disregard his powers for
mischief,

It dil soom usneccssary thet )
should buve to waM three weeks while
Magnift, Sr. was fashioning a new key
for my eafis But | inferred that be
Dwes in roatity utilizing this period to
| make gquiries | Casadn concerning
wme; conmoguently 1 became more trab
gull in micd, | seat my friend Retells
Christle the ten pounds which she
bad leot me and svttlod down to Uve
frogally at the Penslon Anglalse with
my remulping §4060, At the worst |
should have enough with which to re-
[ turn to Winnipes

A Hitle more (han n weak of my pro-
batlonary period hed elapsed, when
one moerning our landiady announced
that two gentlemen weore swalting e
o the reoeption room. lustantly |
thought of Muguiff wnd the Grook.

“Tell them that 1 will not seo thew,”
1 answered

The landiady appeared shocked.

“Hut, Moos lves, they are of Lhe
gquality, assuredly,” she protested, "An
old gentleman and a young one  And
the latter-—what bulld, what fighre! |
thought 10 have the pleasure (o cons
gratulate wadomoluelle,” che continyed
toaslugly

|

|
I

The comte and the chevaler! M
could noi be! And yei, whom alse
did 1 kpow? Byt if it were they,

how could thoy have disgoversd my
] .Ml’.

“They sant up po cardse™ 1 asked
my hostoss,

“Neo, mademoisslic. Put see, only
#e¢ thom and certainly you will not
refuse them an interviow. Yer'
portast businoss —ihiose were thelr
words "™

“Tell them | will be down i & faw
momentn,” | anuwered, and began to
urrange my Bale for the interview. In
the midet of brushing it 1 halted an-
grily. My hoart wan pounding io my
throat tn tha most discomfiting way.
Why, | auked mysell, sternly, why did
"1 go to this trouble about my poan-
#l wppearance for the sake
mortal anemies? And why
spitated” 1 could net solve
lom, and twisting op my
I desconded the siaim,
kaln coatrul over my merves
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